
 
 

 
 

 
July 31, 2023 

 
The Honorable Christi Grimm 
Inspector General  
Office of Inspector General 
Department of Health and Human Services 
330 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20201 
 
Dear Inspector General Grimm: 
 
It has come to our attention that Planned Parenthood and its affiliates were provided with over $20 
million from the Provider Relief Fund (PRF).1 We request that you review the PRF applications 
submitted by Planned Parenthood and its affiliates to determine whether the organization provided 
false or misleading information to obtain access to PRF funds. 
 
The PRF was established by Congress through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act. This fund was designed to provide financial assistance to healthcare providers and 
health systems that were limited with in-person visits and were forced to cancel elective procedures to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19.2 Furthermore, entities that received these funds needed to certify 
that they provided testing or care for COVID-19 cases.3 
 
Congress intentionally designed the CARES Act so that no federal funding appropriated through the 
bill could be used on abortion.4 As the Inspector General for the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS), you have the authority to conduct audits and investigations into allegations of waste, 
fraud, and abuse for HHS-administered programs and funding opportunities.  
 
Planned Parenthood and its affiliates’ efforts are centered around abortion. Despite the pandemic and 
lockdown policies, in its 2020-2021 annual report, Planned Parenthood and its affiliates performed 
383,460 abortions.5 This was an increase from the previous year, a time when Planned Parenthood 
performed 354,871 abortions.6 Planned Parenthood also provided fewer health services during the 
pandemic. Breast screenings fell by more than 30%, gynecological exams decreased by 39%, and 
total pregnancy tests decreased by 14%.7  
 
While most healthcare providers were financially strained by the pandemic, Planned Parenthood’s 
financial records show that the organization was not significantly impacted. In its 2020-2021 Annual 

 
1 https://data.cdc.gov/Administrative/HHS-Provider-Relief-Fund/kh8y-3es6/data  
2 https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IN/IN11438 
3 https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R46897  
4 The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, Pub. Law. No. 116-138. § 3211(b)  
5 https://cdn.plannedparenthood.org/uploads/filer_public/40/8f/408fc2ad-c8c2-48da-ad87-be5cc257d370/211214-ppfa-annualreport-20-21-
c3-digital.pdf.  
6 https://cdn.plannedparenthood.org/uploads/filer_public/67/30/67305ea1-8da2-4cee-9191-19228c1d6f70/210219-annual-report-2019-2020-
web-final.pdf  
7 https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/planned-parenthoods-annual-report-abortion-increases-health-service-declines/ 



Report, Planned Parenthood boasted $1.7 billion in revenue and possessed more than $2.5 billion in 
net assets.8 Even during the height of the pandemic, Planned Parenthood was able to maintain positive 
cash flow when many small businesses and actual healthcare providers were forced to close their 
doors to patients.  
 
Planned Parenthood’s financial statements speak for themselves. This organization did not possess a 
financial need for funds distributed through the PRF, nor should taxpayer dollars be given toward the 
provision of abortions. We request that you review the applications submitted by Planned Parenthood 
to determine whether the organization provided false or misleading information to obtain access to 
PRF funds. If it is discovered that Planned Parenthood intentionally falsified information on its 
applications, we ask that you submit a criminal or civil referral to the U.S. Department of Justice.  
 
Thank you for your important work and attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
_______________________     _______________________ 
Josh Brecheen        James Lankford 
Member of Congress       U.S. Senator  
 
 
 
 
  
_______________________     _______________________     
James E. Risch        Tim Scott 
U.S. Senator                               U.S. Senator  
 
 
 
 
  
_______________________     _______________________     
Tommy Tuberville      JD Vance 
U.S. Senator                               U.S. Senator  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8 https://www.plannedparenthood.org/uploads/filer_public/40/8f/408fc2ad-c8c2-48da-ad87-be5cc257d370/211214-ppfa-annualreport-20-
21-c3-digital.pdf;  



 
 
 
 

 

 
  
_______________________     _______________________ 
Marsha Blackburn      Marco Rubio 
U.S. Senator        U.S. Senator 
 
 
 
   
 
_______________________     _______________________     
Jeff Duncan        W. Gregory Steube  
Member of Congress                   Member of Congress  
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________     _______________________       
Gus Bilirakis                   Andy Biggs 
Member of Congress                  Member of Congress  
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________     _______________________ 
Dan Crenshaw        Paul A. Gosar, D.D.S. 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress  
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________     _______________________  
Andy Harris, M.D.      Doug Lamborn          
Member of Congress       Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________     ________________________ 
Andy Ogles       Keith Self 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
_________________________    __________________________ 
Mike Johnson       John Rose 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________    ___________________________ 
Russ Fulcher       Pat Fallon 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________    _____________________________
Debbie Lesko                               Ronny L. Jackson 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________    _____________________________ 
Glenn “GT” Thompson      Barry Moore    
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
  
 
_____________________________    _____________________________ 
Jim Banks       John H. Rutherford 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________     _____________________________ 
Brad Finstad       Alex X. Mooney 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
______________________________     _____________________________ 
Christopher H. Smith      Michael Cloud 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________     _____________________________ 
Michael Guest       Andrew S. Clyde 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________    _____________________________ 
Jodey Arrington       Bruce Westerman 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Brad Wenstrup 
Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


